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The Church in Rome has decided that 
English translations of the Roman Catholic 
Missal, which includes Mass, sacraments 
and some prayers, were not true enough to 
the original Latin (Latin having been the 
preferred translation since 100-200 A.D.), 
and they wanted to get away from “street 
English” according to our Director of 
Liturgy Jeff Van Dalen. The current call for 
language changes has grown out of 
several things including the fact that 
English translations varied from country to 
country. For example, we don’t all have the 
same word for an object such as an 
elevator. In England it is a “Lift”, and in 
some native languages the word is 
untranslatable. In 2000 a revised Latin 
edition of the missal was completed as 
required by Pope John Paul II. However, 
not long after that, church scholars 
changed the guidelines for all translations. 
This required another translation from Latin 
to English which has taken the last six 
years to complete. Thus the new language 
became uniform for all Catholics, with the 
rollout in the Milwaukee Archdiocese 
beginning the first Sunday of Advent, 
November 27. 

Over the last several months, there have 
been flyers in the church bulletins to 
explain the changes. Parishioners also 
started learning new musical responses 
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414-321-0893.  

 

The intent is to further 

communication within 

the parish and between 

the parish council, 

pastoral staff, parish 

organizations and 

individual members of 

the parish.  

 

The editor reserves the 

right to edit all articles.  

 

Articles and comments  

should be sent to the 

parish office labeled 

“Saint Matthias Contact” 

or emailed to info@ 

stmatthias-milw.org and 

should contain the name 

and telephone number of 

the writer.  

 

Please submit ideas or 

requests for the next 

issue of the Saint 
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Communal Reconciliation Services 
Wednesday, December 14 at 7 p.m. at Our Lady of Lourdes,  

58th Street and Forest Home Avenue 

Saturday, December 17 at 10 a.m. at St. Matthias 

 

Christmas Eve, December 24 
4 p.m. Mass 

10:30 p.m. Lessons and Carols  with adult choir and handbells 

11 p.m. First Mass of Christmas with adult choir and handbells 

 

Christmas Day, December 25 
7 a.m. Mass  

9 a.m. Mass interpreted for the Deaf and hard of hearing 

11 a.m. Mass  

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
Saturday, December 31  

4 p.m. Mass of Anticipation  

 

Sunday, January 1  

 

9 a.m. Mass in church 

9 a.m. Deaf Ministry Mass in Parish Center chapel  

  interpreted for Deaf and hard of hearing 

11 a.m. Mass 
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(Holy Holy, Memorial 
Acclamations and Great 
Amen) during October. 
David Bonofiglio, Director 
of Music, taught these 
responses before all 
Masses on the weekends 
and at the student Mass.  

Additionally, we held a 
Roman Missal Workshop 
presented by Dean 
Daniels, the Director of 
Worship for the 
Archdiocese, on 
October 25.  He led us in 
a reflection on the 
translation principles 
which the “revised 
Roman Missal 3rd 
Edition” has used. We 
also looked at the history 
of translating Latin into 
the vernacular languages 
of which English is one. 
This was a very 

informative session and 
included our cluster 
parishes.  

Not only have our 
responses and prayers 
changed, but the priests 
have many language 
changes to the Mass that 
they are learning.  Fr. 
Dave and Fr. Paul 
appreciate your patience 
as they learn their new 
parts.  

The total transition 
started on November 27, 
the first Sunday of 
Advent.  Jeff also 
explained “There will also 
be new responses for 
sacramental rituals, 
including marriage and 
confirmation.”  

ï Judy Darling 

(Changes to the Liturgy continued from page 1) 

Changes to your Contact Newsletter 
The St. Matthias Parish 
Contact Newsletter is 
changing.  This issue of 
the Parish Contact will be 
the last in this format.  
This is to focus on the 
new monthly 
communication that is 

sent out via our email 
subscription service 
(Constant Contact.)  To 
help transition to this 
electronic newsletter, this 
issue of the Parish 
Contact will be posted to 
the parish web site at  

http://www.stmatthias-
milw.org/news.cfm.   
 
We have made this change 
in response to parishioner 
requests, and to be fiscally 
responsible with the limited 
resources of the parish.  
This change reduces paper 
and postage costs, and 
allows people to receive 
parish information in a more 
timely fashion.   
 

If you have not updated your 
email address with the parish 
office, please be sure to do so.  
That way, you can be kept up 
to date on all the activities 
going on at St. Matthias.  You 
can also add your email 
address to our email list by 
going to the parish web site, 
and entering your email 
address in the box at the 
bottom of the home page, and 
clicking “Join.” 
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Fr. Paul 

Stanosz  

The fall 
season always 
brings change 
to 
St. Matthias. 
The 
Archdiocese 
makes the 
new priest 
assignments 
at the end of 
June, school 
staff are set by 
July 1, and 
after the 
summer we 
welcome all 
those 
vacationers 
back to 
church. 

We are pleased to welcome Fr. Paul Stanosz as our new 
Associate Pastor. Fr. Paul has found St.  Matthias 
“extraordinarily welcoming.” “I can sense there is a lot of 
pride in the parish by the participation, the many 
volunteers, and the great number of people who have 
been at this church for so many years. We don’t often 
find a parish so full of long-time parishioners!” 

Fr. Paul is very comfortable in this area having grown up 
in the neighborhood of 60th and Howard. “I am the 
youngest of four children, and we all went to St. Gregory 
the Great grade school and attended Our Lady of 
Lourdes.” His parents reside at Clement Manor, and his 
siblings are all in Wisconsin. He attended Saint Thomas 
More high school and then went to UW-Madison. “While I 
was at Madison, I started to seriously think about the 
priesthood, and after I graduated (with a sociology 
degree) in 1980, I began my studies and was ordained in 
1984.” 

His first assignment was at St. Margaret Mary parish, 
followed by a variety of duties: Chaplain at Saint Thomas 
More high school, Associate Pastor at Our Lady of Good 
Hope parish in Milwaukee and St. Monica parish in 

Whitefish Bay. Eventually, Fr. Paul attended Hunter 
College in New York earning a master’s degree in Urban 
Affairs and continued at Fordham University earning his 
doctorate in sociology. His doctoral thesis was on 
Sexuality in the Priesthood, and he has published a book 
and several articles on this topic. 

He was called back to Wisconsin and spent the last two 
years as the Archdiocese Transition Minister. His tasks 
involved closing and combining parishes, and helping to 
plan what the new parishes would look like. His last 
assignment was at St. Mary Magdalene on the south 
side, which was able to remain open and has become a 
center for Korean Catholics in the Archdiocese.  

“St. Matthias is a very beautiful place to worship. I have 
never been at a parish with a pipe organ! The church is a 
broad and unusual design that I am getting used to. My 
personal preference is to stand at the ambo. I think 
people can hear me better if I am stationary, and I love 
looking at the stained glass window!” 

Fr. Paul is very committed to visiting the hospitals and 
talking with older adults. He is the staff liaison to the new 
Social Justice subcommittee of the Human Concerns 
committee and is starting to learn some sign language. 
He is able to say the Mass in Spanish but admits to 
being a “bit rusty.” He enjoys reading, movies and some 
cooking in his free time. “I can cook some things thanks 
to my mother who had been a home economics cooking 
teacher at Pius for many years, but I am better at eating!” 
Fr. Paul shares his home with his pet cat Svetlana.  

 

New St. Matthias Parish staff 

St. Matthias Parish welcomes three new staff ï Fr. Paul Stanosz (associate pastor), Susan Booth 
(principal), and Marlene Koehn (parish secretary) 
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Marlene 

Koehn  

Due to a 
retirement and 
shuffling of 
some duties 
(Maureen, our 
previous 
parish 
secretary, is 
now working in 
the parish 
Development 
Department), 
Marlene 
Koehn is the 
new face that  
greets you at 
the parish 
office. With 
three grown 
children, a son 
and two 

daughters, and two grandchildren, Marlene found herself 
downsized from a Waukesha mortgage company she 
had worked at for six years. Marlene’s husband has 
been a funeral director for the last 30 years at Krause 
Funeral Homes and has worked with Fr. Dave many 
times. 

“Through my husband’s conversations with Fr. Dave, I 
found out about this position. Everyone has been very 
friendly and patient as there is a lot to learn.” Marlene is 
working 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday through Thursday. Her 
hours will vary as she fills in for others in the office from 
time to time. “My main duties are updating and keeping 
church records, facility scheduling, receiving and 
recording special donations, registering new 
parishioners, handing out keys, answering questions and 
of course the phone!” Marlene and her husband are 
members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in West Allis. 

ï Judy Darling 

Susan 

Booth  

is our new 
school 
principal, and 
as I 
interviewed 
her she had 
just spent a 
“vibrant, 
exciting and 
hectic” first 
week with the 
return of the 
students. 
Originally from 
Omaha, 
Nebraska, 
Susan is the 
fifth of six 
children and a 
Catholic 
school product 

through college. She decided to attend Marquette 
University which brought her to Milwaukee. She 
graduated from Marquette with a degree in English and 
religious studies and “liked Milwaukee so much I decided 
to stay! I knew I wanted to teach in a Catholic school and 
started as the Language Arts teacher at Our Lady of 
Sorrows.”  

In the eight years there “I became aware of a program 
within the Archdiocese that encourages teachers to 
advance. I returned to Marquette for my Masters and 
principal license.” The last four years she has been 
principal at St. Agnes Parish School in Butler. Several 
principal friends had heard of the opening at St. Matthias 
and thought she would be a good fit. “I was very happy 
that a teacher at St. Agnes was ready and able to step 
into that job as I moved to St. Matthias. Everything just 
fell into place, and I am very excited to be here!” She has 
had several meetings with the staff, and they are 
continuing the work begun on accreditation. “The 
renewal comes up every seven years, and we are well 
on our way!” Principal Booth said. “We do have openings 
in all grades, and anyone interested should contact our 
school office at 321-0894.”   

Susan currently attends St. Margaret Mary with her 
husband and 19 month old son, Edward. 
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Sandra 

Blake  

“I am single. 
The only 
children I have 
are the 
wonderful 
students I 
have the 
privilege of 
being with 
each year,” 
writes Spanish 
teacher 
Sandra Blake 
when asked 
about her 
marital status. 
She knew she 

wanted to be a teacher at a very young age. She 
recalled many of her classmates would say, ‘Go ask 
Sandra, she can explain it to you.’ Sandra writes: “At 
first, I was embarrassed about this, but I realized that it 
was a gift from God to be able to help someone else. I 
choose to teach Spanish because of my interest in other 
people. In college I was studying sociology and 
psychology. I wondered how culture was related to the 
way people did things. Studying Spanish and the 
Hispanic culture became one of the joys of learning. I 
wanted to share that joy with others by guiding and 
encouraging them to learn more about others in God’s 
family.” 

Sandra believes it’s important for kids to learn another 
language because, as she says, “we are part of a global 
society.” She explains: “I am a strong advocate for 
starting to learn another language in elementary school. 
Through exposure to another language students learn 
about other cultures and themselves. By encouraging 
creative and critical thinking, students discover how 
diverse we are, but yet amazingly discover many things 

we do are the same but done in a unique way. Thinking 
globally will not only prepare students to enjoy diversity, 
but prepare them to solve ever-changing challenges in 
the future.” 

A native of Racine, Sandra earned a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Wisconsin at Madison, and a 
master’s degree in foreign language and literature from 
the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee. She brings 
nearly a decade of teaching experience with her to 
St. Matthias Parish School. Sandra taught Spanish at the 
junior and senior high level for six years in Green Lake. 
While working toward her master’s degree, she taught 
Spanish on a part-time basis for two years at Homestead 
High School. Before coming to St. Matthias Parish 
School she taught Spanish at the junior kindergarten 
through eighth grade levels for two years at an urban 
choice school. Sandra finds her new home and parish to 
be a “family oriented and Christ-centered community.” 

Away from the classroom, Sandra enjoys outdoor 
activities, including hiking, tennis and downhill skiing. 
She also likes gardening, particularly because she can 
see “the beauty of flowers and plants growing.” Writes 
Sandra, “Nature helps me experience the blessing of 
God’s creation around us. In the evenings, I center 
myself with God’s word by reading the Bible.”  

Sandra wants her students to realize they’re on a faith 
journey. “Academic learning and self-discovery is a life-
long journey,” she explains. “Learning Spanish and about 
the Hispanic culture is part of that journey. We are all 
one body.” 

 

St. Matthias Parish School welcomes three 
new teachers this fall 
Among the new faces at St. Matthias Parish School are three teachers ï Sandra Blake for Spanish, 
Laura Labermeier for junior kindergarten, and Sarah Wagner for sixth grade.  
In email to the Contact, each teacher shared her motivation for teaching, training and educational 
background, and interests outside the classroomé 
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Laura 

Labermeier  

Like Sandra 
Blake, junior 
kindergarten 
teacher Laura 
Labermeier is 
a native of the 
Badger State 
who has found 
a new home at 
St. Matthias 
Parish School. 
Laura grew up 
in Menomonee 
Falls, and 
attended the 
University of 
Wisconsin at 

Whitewater.  

“I like the small community feel the staff and families 
share, and everyone has been very helpful and 
welcoming,” writes Laura about the St. Matthias 
community. She began her teaching career in 2005. 
Laura taught kindergarten for three year olds at 
St. Catherine for a year, served as a substitute teacher in 
Muskego for a year, and taught kindergarten for four 
year olds in Fontana for three years. So why did she 
choose to teach small children? “I decided in middle 
school I wanted to be a teacher because I started 
babysitting and enjoyed spending time with children,” 
writes Laura. “I chose to teach small children because 
they have so much energy and are excited about 
learning.” 

Laura has a simple philosophy she instills into her 
students. “I teach and model what it means to be a 
caring person,” she says. “I also encourage students to 
ask questions, be problem solvers and life-long 
learners.” 

In her spare time, Laura likes running, reading, baking, 
creating scrapbooks and spending time with her family. 
She and her husband have been married for five years 
and are the parents of a two-year-old son. 

 

Sarah 

Wagner  

Like her fellow 
teachers, sixth 
grade teacher 
Sarah Wagner 
discovered a 
love for 
teaching at a 
young age – 
the fourth 
grade, to be 
exact. And it 
happened 
right at 
St. Matthias 
Parish School, 
which she 
attended from 

kindergarten through eighth grade. “The great learning 
experience I had here made me want to be a teacher,” 
writes Sarah.  

This school year marks Sarah’s first as a full-time 
teacher; previously she was a substitute teacher at 
St. Matthias Parish School and for the West Allis-West 
Milwaukee School District. She grew up right down the 
street from St. Matthias and attended the University of 
Wisconsin at Milwaukee. “I love the sense of community 
that St. Matthias creates,” she writes. “I feel a great 
sense of pride and welcome in the (parish) community.” 

When she isn’t busy teaching her sixth graders, Sarah 
pursues her love for sports – her two favorites are 
baseball and football. She also loves taking her dog, 
Scooby, for walks, and likes shopping and spending time 
with family and friends. 

As a teacher, Sarah says she wants to instill in her 
students the importance of community and learning from 
each other. She explains, “I use collaborative learning 
groups to help students practice teamwork, respect and 
responsibility.” 

 ï Matthew A. Perta 
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Dec  14 
School Dismissal at 1:15 p.m. 
 

17 
Celebration of First Reconciliation St. Matthias Parish:  
Saturday, December 17, 10 a.m. 

18 
Sunday Morning Program, Mass & Class, 10:30 a.m.  
(last Mass & Class before Christmas/New Yearôs holidays) 

20 School Christmas Program Grades 1-4, 6:30 p.m. 

22 School Dismissal at 1:15 p.m. 

23-Jan 2 School Christmas Break 

Jan 1 Mary, Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation) 

3 School Classes resume 

8 Sunday Morning Program, Mass & Class, 10:15 a.m. (first Mass & Class of New Year) 

11 School Dismissal at 1:15 p.m. 

17 or 18 
First Eucharist Parent Only Meeting, Steiger Hall 
Tuesday, January 17, 9:30 a.m. OR Wednesday, January 18, 6:30 p.m. 

20 School End of 2nd Quarter 

23 School NO CLASSESðTeacher In-Service 

28-29 School Open House & Registration, Science/Academic Fair 

30 Start of Catholic Schools Week 

Feb  4 Casino Night 

8 School Dismissal, 1:15 p.m. 

8 School Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences, 1:45-4:30 p.m. and 5:30-7:30 p.m. (check scheduled times) 

9 School Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences, 4-7:30 p.m. (check scheduled times) 

10 School NO CLASSES 

22 Ash Wednesday 

23 Mid-quarter progress available on Webgrader 

24 School NO CLASSESðTeacher In-Service 

Mar  5 I.T.B.S. Testing begins 

 
9 
ñSt. Matthias Parish Presents: The No-Chocolate Revueò, Friday, March 9 at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, March 10 
at 7:30 p.m, Steiger Hall 

 14 School Dismissal at 1:15 p.m. 

 23 School End of 3rd Quarter 

 26 School NO CLASSESðTeacher In-Service 


