
 

Differentiated Instruction: Reaching Every Student

Reaching Every Student 

Differentiated instruction is a practice in which teachers 

consider the varied needs of their students and tailor 

their classroom around that, so that children are 

receiving personalized teaching.  This teaching has all 

students consistent with the standard curriculum, but 

the paths some students may take to reach the end 

result can be quite varied.  

 

Mrs. Deanna Burss, K5 teacher at St. Matthias is a 

proponent of this teaching style and practices it in all 

subject areas.  “Students are doing the same 

assignments, but there may be different expectations 

and methods used to do the assignment, based on their 

abilities,” Burss says.  “My goal is that everyone is 

challenged at the highest level of learning they are 

capable of.”  

 

 
 

 

Finding Student’s Strengths 

For Claire Koronka, K5 student at St. Matthias, 

differentiated teaching has helped her to flourish.  

Claire has Mixed Receptive-Expressive Language  

Disorder, which is characterized by a child's difficulty 

with spoken communication. 

Children with this disorder have significant problems 

understanding what other people are saying to them, 

constructing coherent sentences, using proper grammar 

and recalling words. 

Because Claire struggles with processing language, 

learning to read was a challenge since she couldn’t 

remember her alphabet.  Claire is very visual, so Mrs. 

Burss, her teacher, focused on visual signs to help her 

remember, for example:  

 ssssss – make a snake like shape with finger 

  /m/  – circle motion on your stomach  

 duh (d sound) – bump palm to your forehead 

 cccc – put hand in the shape of a c 

 

Mrs. Burss gave Claire’s parents, her speech therapist 

and Mrs. Kathy Jacobson, the Student Services 

Coordinator who works with Claire, a “cheat sheet” for 

sounds so they were all reinforcing the same goals with 

Claire.  Claire is now reading at the level expected for 

K5, but how she reached that goal required additional 

ideas on behalf of her teacher. 

 

Common Goals 

All teachers at St. Matthias have been versed in 

differentiated instruction.  Ultimately, understanding 

exit expectations in order to advance to the next grade, 

and meeting curriculum demands are the priority of 

teachers.  The means to reach these ends can vary 

greatly and differentiated instruction allows staff to 

focus on the individual, versus applying one style of 

teaching to all students.    
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