
 

Entire School Participates in Garden Projects

Outdoor Gardens 

The education at St. Matthias Parish School extends 

beyond the classroom, especially when it comes to 

nature.  Fifth grade teachers, Mrs. Monica Atkinson and 

Mrs. Joan Wagner, lead the effort to nurture several 

gardens at the school.  The school has: 

 A vegetable and flower garden close to the glass 

atrium walkway at the main school building 

 A butterfly and rain garden behind the Parish 

Center 

 
Most grade levels at school participate by: 

 In the Spring, work the gardens with handheld 

tools. 

 In March, germinate seeds in seed starter – in 

science lab under grow lights 

 Transplant seedlings to pots for further growth 

 In May, transplant potted plants to gardens 

 In the Fall, clean up the gardens and put plant 

matter in compost piles for decomposition  

 In the Summer, volunteer families help 

maintain and harvest  the gardens 

 

 
Being Kind to the Earth 

All the gardens are 100% organic. No pesticides, 

herbicides, or chemical fertilizers are used.  Students  

compost througout the year and use the organic matter 

to amend the soil.  Rainwater barrels are located in 

both gardens and are used to water the gardens 

through soaker hoses. 

Variety of Plants 

One of the gardens is a “pizza garden” with tomatoes, 

peppers, onions, garlic, and assorted herbs.  It also has 

kohlrabi, brussel sprouts, potatoes, pumpkins, gourds 

and assorted flowers.  Another garden is a butterfly 

garden.  It has native grasses and flowers that attract 

beneficial insects that the students study.  It also helps 

beautify the areas.   

 

Giving Back 

All vegetables that are harvested go to the St. Matthias 

Food Pantry.  Harvesting typically happens in late 

summer and during the fall. Students collect the 

produce on the 2nd and 4th Friday of the month, 

corresponding to when the food bank is open.  Students 

see firsthand how the food they grow feeds someone in 

need. 


