
 

Promoting Community at All Ages – STAR Partners

Star Partners 

St. Matthias Parish School has grades K4-8 in their 

student body.  Among the grades, the school 

emphasizes community for all ages.  In an effort to 

promote camaraderie, cooperation, and community, 

the school has a program called STAR Partners – 

Students and Teachers Are Reaching for success.  In the 

program, younger students are paired with older 

students for weekly reading, games (especially learning 

new board games), help with projects, and science 

projects. 

  

“As a child I really enjoyed having an older STAR 

Partner,” said Rachel Kraetz, 8th grader at St. Matthias. 

“They were my role models.  They helped me read and 

be creative.  I thought of them as friends and 

motivators. Now that I’m older I really enjoy being their 

role model and helping them develop into the 

wonderful children they are.” 

 
 

 

 

“Getting together with their Star Partners makes my 

students feel special,” says Bonnie Fox, first grade 

teacher.  “The first grade students really look forward 

the extra one-on-one attention.”   

 

Regular Interaction 

STAR Partners meet for various activities on a weekly 

basis.  Students are matched up based on grade level: 

Jr. Kindergarten …..…….4th grade 

Kindergarten……………..5th grade 

1st Grade…………………….6th grade 

2nd grade…………………….7th grade 

3rd grade……………………..8th grade 

 

“STAR Partners is a great way to learn how to interact 

with children of other ages through different tasks and 

activities,” said Drew Mares, 8th grader.   

 
 

 

Fostering Friendships 

For the youngest students at St. Matthias, being 

exposed to the “older kids” is important to them.  4K 

student, Ben Rick said, “My Star Partner is very nice and 

lets me pick out my own book each week.”  Sometimes 

it’s the little things that matter most! 

 

Sixth grader Ray Loosen shares a book with his Star  

Buddies, 1
st

 graders Josh Nitka and Ethan Krueger. 

 

Star Partners meet in school courtyard. 

 


